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Message from the PHS Athletic Hall of Fame Committee,  

 Thank you again for being a part of our fifth annual induction cere-

mony!  This event is the culmination of a community wide effort to recognize 

the many outstanding athletes, coaches, and supporters of Portsmouth High 

School athletics.  We could not have pulled this off with out very generous 

donations from several local businesses and organizations.  Please take some 

time look through their advertisements in this booklet.  But most of all, we 

are tremendously excited to recognize this class of Hall of Famers.  We all 

have so much pride for our school’s rich tradition.  This is a very special occa-

sion for us to see these folks enshrined in the PHS history books.  Enjoy the 

evening and we hope to see you all again next year! 

Sincerely,   

John Blaess(Chairperson), Fran Blaess, Mike Lunney, and Shaun Horgan 

Facebook—PortsmouthAthleticHOF 

Website—portsmouthathletichof.com 

4:30 pm—5:30 pm 

Cocktail hour and refreshments 

5:30 pm—7:00 pm 

Inductee and Team Awards 

Award Ceremony Program 



WƛƳ hǊŎǳǘǘ Ψту — One of the best student-athletes in 

the mid 70’s, Jim excelled not only in athletics but in 

academics as well. He played varsity soccer for three 

years for Head Coach Pete O’Hara attaining All Coun-

ty, All Division and All State honors.  In his senior year 

was voted as one of the team’s captains. Jim partici-

pated in the basketball program as well, playing on 

the varsity squad and earning All County, All Division 

and All State honors as well as a team captain. During 

the spring, he participated on the track team, com-

peting in the high jump as well as the 880 yd, mile 

and two mile events. In his senior year he was awarded the PHS Booster’s 

Scholarship as well as the Outstanding Scholar/Athlete award. He also was 

voted by his Senior class as “Most Athletic.” Jim was a member of the Nation-

al Honor Society as well. 

Jim continued his education at the University of Vermont where he was 

awarded an athletic scholarship to play on the soccer team from 1979 to 

1982. He also ran indoor and outdoor track for the UVM Catamounts running 

the 800 meter and a leg of the 3200 meter relay team. Jim graduated in 1982 

with a BS degree in Mathematics/Statistics & Education. He taught and 

coached numerous sports at Bear Creek High School located in Littleton, Col-

orado. He coached his Co-Ed Cross Country teams to Region Champions from 

1985 to 1994, and two State championships in 1993 and 1994. He also 

coached boys basketball from 1983 to 1986 as well as girls soccer from 1985 

to 1992. Jim also was a school counselor and coached at Chatfield High 

School. From 1995 to 2003 he coached the school’s co-ed cross country and 

track teams. He retired in 2012.  

Jim lives in Littleton, CO and is married to wife Kathy and has three daughters 

and two grandchildren and spends summers at the Melville campgrounds in 

Portsmouth, RI.  Jim says “Thank you for this honor and acknowledgement! 

Portsmouth High School’s education and athletics helped form the career 

path to give back, Blessings!” 



¢ǊŀŎŜȅ DŀǊŦƻǊǘƘ {ŎƘƭƻǧŜǊ   Ψул τ One of the most ac-

complished gymnastic athletes to compete on Ports-

mouth High School’s teams since the introduction of the 

sport was Tracey Garforth. Her Coach during her time on 

the team was Ellen Chilabato who says, “Tracey put us 

on the map as a team with her skills, hard work, and 

team first attitude. She was a team player in an individu-

al sport whom  always helped her teammates. Her brav-

ery on stunts never done at the time were incredible!” 

Tracey’s list of accomplishments in the sport are impres-

sive and contributed to the success of the teams she was on in the late 70’s. 

¶ Qualified for the RI Interscholastic League Team and Individual Gymnas-

tics Championships for 4 consecutive years 1977-1980 on the parallel 

bars and balance beam 

¶ Member of the Eastern Division State Championship Team in 1978 

¶ Second team All State 1977,1978,1979 

¶ First team All State 1980 

¶ Team captain 1979-80 

Tracey also competed on the school’s track team at a time when girls’ track 

was not a school sport yet at PHS. She practiced with the boys’ team and 

competed when an opponent school had a girls’ squad. She placed 2nd in 

the 100 meter dash in 1980 at the Newport County track meet. She was vot-

ed “Most Athletic” by her senior class and won the PHS Booster’s club Ath-

lete of the year Award in 1980. 

Tracey overcame serious post corrective back surgery and continued com-

peting in gymnastics at Rhode Island College from 1982 to 1985. She was a 

member of the school’s Division 3 New England Championship Team and 

won the Division 3 All Around Champion title in 1983. Her leadership skills 

earned her the Captainship of the college’s 1984-85 squad.  

Tracey worked at the Naval Underwater Warfare Center in Newport for 35 

years and retired in 2019. She lives in Florida with her husband John and is 

an avid golfer. 



aŀǊƪ IŀǊǊƛƴƎǘƻƴ Ψтн— One of the toughest and talent-

ed competitors to represent Portsmouth High School in 

athletics was Mark Harrington. In football, Mark was a 

gritty, hard- nosed linebacker on defense and a power-

ful running back on offense for Head Coach Ray Sulli-

van’s Patriots. As a sophomore, Mark started as a de-

fensive back and running back and earned a League 

Honorable Mention. As a junior and senior, he was 

named captain both years and earned All County, All 

League and All Class honors. As a senior, he had the 

second highest point total for scoring in the state and in 

his last game, led the Patriots to an upset win over Middletown High School 

on Thanksgiving Day for the first time in the program’s history.  In that game 

he scored three touchdowns for in a 26 -8 victory.  Mark was awarded the 

Most Valuable Player award for his efforts as a senior team member. 

In basketball, Mark started at point guard for the Patriots in both his junior 

and senior seasons. During his junior year the team won the 1971 Class C 

Southern Division title. In the spring, Mark turned his attention to golf where 

he became one of the best high school golfers in the state. He led the team 

to a State Division Championship in his senior year. He was awarded the 

Manny Raposa Outstanding Golfer of the Year award, for his play as a senior. 

Mark was also voted by his class as “Most Athletic,” and was named Out-

standing Athlete of the Year by the Portsmouth Athletic Boosters Club. He 

went on to play football at Bridgewater State College and was the starting 

running back during his career there.  

Mark has been married to wife Joanne who he met in college for 43 years 

and they have two children and four grandkids. Mark had a long and suc-

cessful career in labor relations, is now retired and lives on Cape Cod. 



.ǊƻƻƪŜ aƻƻŘȅ IǳƳƳ Ψфо — Brooke accomplished 

more than most during her time at Portsmouth High 

School. She was a four year starter in soccer, basket-

ball, and fast pitch softball and a major contributor 

to multiple team championships.  In soccer, as a 

defensive player, she was a 1st team, three time 

Providence Journal All State selection in ‘90, ‘91, & 

‘93. Brooke also was a ‘91 RI Girls’ Soccer Coaches 

Association All Division 1 selection. The ‘91 season 

also saw the Patriots win the Varsity Division 1 State 

Championship as well as the Newport County Girls’ 

Soccer Championship. In 1993 she was awarded the team MVP for girls’ soc-

cer in Newport County.  Brooke moved on to basketball during the winter 

months. She was named to the Fall River Herald All Scholastic basketball 

teams in 1992 and 1993 as well as the Class B All tournament team in 1992.  

In 1993 Brooke earned selection to the Providence Journal’s 2nd team All 

State team as well as the Newport Daily News All County 1st team. Springtime 

brought the fast pitch softball season where Brooke excelled. In her junior 

season she earned All Division honors playing outfield for the Patriots. As a 

senior in ‘93 Brooke was selected to the Providence Journal’s 2nd team fast 

pitch softball team. She was also awarded the Journal’s student-athlete Hon-

or Roll for athletic and scholastic achievement and the President’s Youth ser-

vice Award by President Bill Clinton. From 1993-95, Brooke attended D2 New 

Hampshire College on a full scholarship playing soccer. As a freshman she 

started 13 of 16 games and was named the teams’ rookie of the year. As a 

sophomore Brooke started every game, was named 1st team All New England 

and helped the team win the Eastern College Athletic Conference D2 title 

finishing its season with a record of 16-3-0. In 1995 Brooke transferred to D1 

Boston University on full scholarship. She was named captain of the team for 

her junior and senior seasons, and was selected to the NSCAA All Northeast 

team in 1995 and the America East All conference 1st Team in 1996. Brooke 

graduated from BU’s Sargent College in 1997 with a BS degree in Communica-

tion Disorders and received her Master’s degree from Wheelock College in 

education and special education. Brooke married her college sweetheart, 

Jason. They have 4 children and reside in Portsmouth, RI.  



YŀǘŜ aŎ/ŀǳƭŜȅ WƻƘƴǎƻƴ Ψут  — This year, 2022, is 

the 50th anniversary of Title IX, the law that was 

instrumental in treating both school boys and girls 

equally with regard to athletics: participation op-

portunities, athletic scholarships, and overall treat-

ment of both male and female teams. Kate 

McCauley was the first female or male student in 

Portsmouth High School’s athletic history to earn 

12 varsity letters in her four years of attendance. 

Kate states, “I am grateful that PHS had an athletic 

program for women and that I had the opportunity 

to not only play for coaches who had an impact on 

me, but also to be part of something far greater than myself each season for 

my entire high school career.” During the fall season Kate ran for the cross 

country team during her four years at PHS. She was named captain of the 

team for her junior and senior seasons. In 1986, she was earned 1st team All 

Division and All Class honors, as well as being named the team’s most valua-

ble player. In her senior year of 1987, Kate was named to the All Class 2nd 

team. The winter season saw Kate on the varsity basketball team for four 

years, and being named captain of the squad her senior year. The spring sea-

son brought Kate to the track team for 3 seasons from 1984 to 1986. As a 

freshman, she participated in the 800 & 1500 meter races and was a member 

of the 4 X 400 meter relay team.  During the 1986 season, she ran a leg of the 

1600 meter relay earning All Division honors and also ran the 800 meter 

event. At the time, the relay team set a school record of 4:22 for the event. 

For her senior year 1987 at PHS, Kate joined the school’s softball team and 

went on to help the Patriots win the Southern Division A Softball Champion-

ship. After graduation from PHS, Kate continued her studies at Boston Col-

lege. She participated on the women’s varsity crew team all four years and 

was elected as the captain of the team for her senior season. Kate currently is 

the founding agent and senior vice president for COMPASS Real Estate. She is 

married to her husband Rob, and has 3 children living in Hingham, MA. 



{ǳǎŀƴ /ƻǧŀ Ψтт — Girls’ athletics were ex-
tremely limited in RI when Sue began her 
freshman year at Portsmouth High School in 
1973. Well before Title IX law was enacted 
there were very limited opportunities for 
girls to participate in athletics. There was 
“powder puff” football during homecoming 
week but that was it for any outdoor fall ac-
tivity. Sue began running with the boys’ cross 
country team looking for a sport during the 
fall months. She then competed for four 
years on the girls’ varsity basketball team 

from 1973 to 1977 starting on the varsity as well as being named co-captain 
for her junior and senior seasons. Susan also started four years on the 
school’s varsity volleyball team after basketball season was done.  
Susan was voted by her senior class “Most Athletic”. She also was awarded 
both the Rotary and Elks award for student athletes. She was instrumental as 
a student to reinstitute the high school’s student council and served as Presi-
dent of the group. Sue attended the University of Rhode Island majoring in 
physical education with a minor in athletic training. While at URI she worked 
as a student athletic trainer for the women’s teams of volleyball, softball, 
track and cross country. She also worked with the men’s football and soccer 
teams. As a hobby, Susan took up running. Susan then attended Boston Uni-
versity, Sargent College graduating with a Master’s degree in physical therapy.  
Currently, Susan works as a physical therapist in her own practice, lives in 
Bristol, RI with her two dogs, Zeus and Ellen.  

4ÈÁÎË ÙÏÕ ÔÏ ÏÕÒ ÓÐÏÎÓÏÒÓȦ 

Valley Inn Restaurant 
Seafood, Steak, Pasta, Pizza 

2221 West Main Road 



{Ŏƻǧ .ƻǊŘŜƴ  Ψус — Soccer, basketball and golf 

could not be more different in that soccer and bas-

ketball are team sports while golf is an individual 

sport. These three are very different sports requiring 

different skills sets. Scott Borden excelled in them all 

and brought these developed skills to the highest 

levels of high school competition. During the fall 

season, Scott competed in soccer, playing his fresh-

man year on both the 9th grade and junior varsity 

teams. For the next three years from 1984 to 1986 

he played and started as a fullback on the varsity 

team in Division 1 soccer playing the best teams in RI. He was elected captain 

of his team for his senior season. During the winter season Scott played for 

the school’s basketball program. He played on the freshman and junior varsity 

teams until his senior year when he played varsity ball. 

Scott made his lasting mark on the state and national levels as one of Ports-

mouth High School’s best ever golfers in the history of the sport at the school. 

In 1983 he was the RI State Junior Golf Champion and tied future PGA legend 

Brad Faxon as the youngest ever state junior champ at age 13. From 1983 to 

1986, Scott was a 4 time member of the RI State junior golf team and also 

during those years he was a 4 time 1st team selection All State golfer, at the 

time the first 4 time All Stater in RI high school golf history. In 1983, 84, & 86 

he was RI state high school individual runner up, he captured the RI individual 

crown placing 1st in 1985. He was captain of the team his senior year. Scott 

won the prestigious PHS Manny Raposa Award (named after Green Valley 

Country Club’s founder) for four years in a row, 1983 to 1986 and also was 

named 2nd team High School Golf All-American in 1986. Scott was awarded 

the Portsmouth High School Outstanding Senior Athlete Award in his senior 

year.   Scott attended Rollins College in Winter Park, FL on a golf scholarship 

and played as the number 1 for the school’s team for 2 seasons in 1986 and 

1987. He still plays golf and coached youth sports for his two children. He re-

sides in Dacula, GA with his wife Laura. 



4ÈÁÎË ÙÏÕ ÔÏ ÏÕÒ ÓÐÏÎÓÏÒÓȦ 
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WŀƳŜǎ ά5ƻŎέ {ǘǳŘŘŜǊǎ  -  {ǇŜŎƛŀƭ /ƻƴǘǊƛōǳǘƻǊ LƴŘǳŎǘŜŜ 

τThe Portsmouth High School Athletic Hall of Fame is 

delighted to recognize James “Doc” Studders and all 

he has done for the athletes at PHS in all sports. “Doc” 

could always be found on the sidelines of PHS Patriot 

football games for over 20 years. From the early 

1980’s to the 2000’s, as well as other games, he would 

care for injuries sustained during the games. Jim grew 

up in a small town in central Michigan where he played football, basketball, 

and tennis. He sustained a knee injury in football during his junior year in high 

school which required surgery. This injury ignited his interest in medicine and 

in possibly becoming a physician. After graduating from the United States 

Naval Academy, Jim went to medical school to pursue his dream.  After gradu-

ating, he returned to the Navy to complete a four year residency. While sta-

tioned at Camp Pendleton in California, he volunteered his time to be the 

team doctor for the local Oceanside High School. When he left the Navy, Doc 

settled in RI and set up his orthopedic surgery practice in 1979. With his love 

of sports, and the caring of sports injuries for high school students, his volun-

teering became a natural fit. The entire Portsmouth High School athletic com-

munity is grateful and indebted to Jim for his unselfish work for our kids. We 

are proud to induct him into the PHS Athletic Hall of Fame. 

4ÈÁÎË ÙÏÕ ÔÏ ÏÕÒ ÓÐÏÎÓÏÒÓȦ 



wŀƭǇƘ IΦ tƭǳƳō LLL  Ψлм τ Ralph was the epitome of 

a student–athlete during his years at Portsmouth 

High School. His hard work and dedication to aca-

demics was only equaled by his drive to be the best 

in the field of athletics. Ralph attained numerous 

awards at Portsmouth High School at the county and 

state level as well as Yale University and the national 

level. His coaches, who valued him as an extension 

of themselves, placed Ralph in leadership roles on 

these teams. Ralph led teammates by his example of 

a positive work ethic and positive attitude.  

Ralph played four years of football at PHS, from 1997 to 2000, and earned 

many honors for his play. He was an integral part of the team’s 1998 Division 

1 State Championship. As a sophomore on varsity and backup Quarterback, 

he was pressed into service during the Division 1 Super Bowl when older 

brother Matt got injured playing against archrival Bishop Hendricken during 

the game. Ralph led the team to a come from behind victory in the second 

half and the Patriots won to complete an undefeated 13-0 season. He earned 

first team All Division 1 honors in 1999 &2000 as a quarterback and punter 

and was placed on the Providence Journal’s 1st team All State team in 2000. 

For his academic and athletic prowess he received election to high school 

football’s prestigious “Golden Dozen Award” recognizing the best and bright-

est football players in the state. During the winter season, Ralph played hock-

ey for the Patriots. He was named captain of the squad during his junior and 

senior seasons in 1999 & 2000. Ralph was selected to the 1st team All Division 

hockey team in 1999, 2000, &2001 and helped lead the team to a 2001 Met-

ropolitan Division State Championship. At the end of his senior season, Ralph 

was the Metropolitan Division all time leading scorer as well as single season 

leading scorer in the league. The spring season brought track and field into 

focus for Ralph as he was on the squad for all four years at PHS. He earned 1st 

team All Division honors for his performances during the 2000 & 2001 sea-

sons. 



Ralph continued his academic and athletic pursuits at Yale University where 

he earned a Bachelor of Arts degree in economics He competed on the varsity 

Football team for all four years he was a student there earning All Ivy League 

status as a receiver for two years. He finished his football career after the 

2004 season with 195 career receptions for a total of 2,396 receiving yards 

which included a single game record of 258 yards. Both were team records at 

that time. Ralph went on to the NFL in 2005 where he signed a 2 year contract 

with the Oakland Raiders. 

Professionally Ralph co-founded an investment management company Pre-

cious Capital Management and currently is involved with the family business 

at Brick Alley Pub in Newport, RI. He and his wife, Lauren, have a family of 3 

boys. 

4ÈÁÎË ÙÏÕ ÔÏ ÏÕÒ ÓÐÏÎÓÏÒÓȦ 
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{ǳǎŀƴ hōŀǊŀ CƭŀŎƘǎōŀǊǘ Ψфн τ Gymnasts are 
strong, flexible, and have superior balance and 
control. They must combine athleticism with pre-
cision and grace, be self-motivated and extremely 
focused. During her Portsmouth High School gym-
nastics career, Sue Obara set the example of 
these traits for her teammates and those sur-
rounding the gymnastics program. Portsmouth 
competed in the Class A Division, the most com-
petitive division in the state during Sue’s time on 
the team. For the 1990-91 winter season Sue 
earned an All State 2nd team selection and was 

named Most Valuable Player for the team. The 1991-92 season saw her earn 
multiple honors. She was captain of her team and once again earned MVP 
honors. In the state championship meet Susan placed  1st in both the bal-
ance beam and floor exercise becoming state champion in both events. She 
was both 1st team All Division and All State and was named to the RI High 
School National Team. She represented RI at the National High School Gym-
nastics Championships held at the University of Maryland. Susan was in-
volved as a competitive private club member at the east bay Gymnastics cen-
ter (class 4 through level 8) from 1984 to 1992. Sue was also a sprinter for 
the girls’ track and field team at PHS. Named captain of the 1992 team, she 
qualified for both the state and New England Championships as a member of 
the 400 relay teams.  
Sue went on to Rhode Island College where she competed on the women’s 
gymnastics team for the 1992-93 and 1993-94 seasons. She was named Head 
coach for the PHS gymnastics team for the 1998-99 season, coached at East 
Bay Gymnastics from 1994-99, and was coach at the New England Gymnas-
tics Training center in Nashua, New Hampshire. Sue was in charge of Ports-
mouth Action for Youth summer gymnastics program from 1988-98. 
Susan received a degree from SUNY Geneseo in 1997 majoring in Education 
and English. She also has a Master’s degree received in 2010 from National 
Louis University in Curriculum and Instruction. She is currently a teacher at 
Harper Elementary school. Sue currently lives in Wilmette, Illinois with her 
husband, Josh, and they have two daughters. 



aƛƪŜ {ǝƴǘƻƴ Ωсу !ǘƘƭŜǘŜκ/ƻŀŎƘ — Mike Stinton 
was introduced to the game of soccer at a very 
young age by his Grandfather, Thomas Sandham. 
Tom came to the United States as a young boy from 
England. He would take Mike to soccer matches 
played at the Fall River Stadium at that time. When 
his “Pop-Pop” visited England, he would always 
bring back soccer books and soccer balls for Mike. 
Mike says that, “Soccer has always been part of my 
life.”  Mike was a three sport participant at Ports-
mouth High School playing soccer, basketball, and 
baseball. He was named as a captain in his senior 

year for both the soccer and basketball programs. He was a 1st team Provi-
dence Journal All state selection in his senior year for soccer. Mike was 
named Male Athlete of the year by the Portsmouth Athletic Boosters Club in 
1968. Mike then continued his studies at St. Bernard College, a NAIA school 
located in Cullman, Alabama where he was a four year starter setting numer-
ous scoring records for the Saints. Mike returned to RI and became a physical 
education & health teacher for the Tiverton School system. He was the assis-
tant coach under head coach Jim Cook where they started the soccer pro-
gram at the high school. Mike moved on and was the head coach at Salve 
Regina College in Newport, RI for 2 years. He also was the player/coach for 
two different soccer clubs, the Pawtucket Rangers as well as the men’s RI 
State team. Mike also played briefly for the professional soccer team, Boston 
Astros in the American Soccer league. For the last 34 years, Mike has been 
the longest tenured coach currently working at Portsmouth High School. His 
soccer program is continually ranked as one of the best programs in the 
state. Mike has won numerous Division 1 Coach of the Year awards and cur-
rently has a career record of his teams having the 5th most wins and 2nd 
most ties in the Rhode Island Interscholastic League history with 274 games 
won and 102 games tied to date. What is more impressive is that the Patriot 
boys have won the league’s Sportsmanship Award numerous times over the 
career Mike has had at PHS. Mike is married to his wife, Tina, and resides in 
Newport, RI. He has 2 granddaughters, both English Premier League Liverpool 
soccer fans, while Grandpa is a Manchester United fan.  



4ÈÁÎË ÙÏÕ ÔÏ ÏÕÒ ÓÐÏÎÓÏÒÓȦ 
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WƻƘƴ CΦ .ƭŀŜǎǎ Ωтн ¢ŜŀŎƘŜǊκ/ƻŀŎƘκ!ǘƘƭŜǝŎ 
5ƛǊŜŎǘƻǊκ!ŘƳƛƴƛǎǘǊŀǘƻǊ τ John was born with 
a congenital heart defect at birth and was 
described as a “blue baby” by the doctor. Dur-
ing his younger years, his parents kept him 
guarded at home with indoor activities. One of 
his doctors suggested to his mother that he 
take up stamp collecting as an activity as he 

needed to not exert himself. John’s elementary school teachers were told to 
watch him when he was allowed to attend recess with the other children. In 
1963, at the age of 9, John underwent open heart surgery in Boston. At the 
time he was only the second child in New England to undergo an open heart 
surgery.  As he continued to mature and grow bigger, he started to play back 
yard sports with his neighborhood friends in Redwood Farms.  At Portsmouth 
High School, John loved sports and was manager for the football and basket-
ball teams. Being followed closely by his cardiologist, he was finally allowed to 
participate in high school sports for his senior year at Portsmouth High School. 
He played football and was on the track & field team for the Patriots that 
year, placing at the state wide level in the hammer throw. Ignoring his high 
school guidance counselors’ advice of, “Don’t waste your father’s money and 
go to college,” John applied to colleges and enrolled as a physical education 
major at Barrington College located in Barrington, RI, a small Christian NCAA 
Division 3 school. He played on the school’s soccer team as a goalie in both 
the outdoor and indoor seasons as well as the basketball program. During his 
senior year, John student-taught at Portsmouth High and Middle schools and 
was awarded the college’s Student-Teacher of the Year Award. This was the 
first time in the school’s history the education department gave the award to 
a physical education major.  
John began his teaching career at the elementary school level at Portsmouth 
in 1977 until he moved to the high school level in 1983. He quickly became 
involved in coaching a variety of sports at PHS. John coached at the freshman, 
junior varsity, and varsity levels in soccer, cross country, basketball, and track.  
He was appointed head soccer coach at Middletown High School and coached 
there for two seasons. John’s longest coaching tenure was with the track and 
field program lasting for 18 years.  



As the head coach of the program, his teams were continually one of the 
best in RI. His dual meet record as a coach was 67 wins, 9 losses, and 1 tie. 
John’s teams won 3 county championships, 8 class relay championships, 3 
division championships, and placed in the top 5 at the RI high school state 
championship meet 4 times during his tenure as head coach.  
John was appointed athletic director at Portsmouth High School in 1989 and 
served the school in this capacity until 1994.  During his time as the school’s 
AD, he oversaw the complete renovation of the school’s athletic complex 
which upon completion was considered one of the best in the state. The 
school’s athletic teams also during his 6 years as AD won 13 state and 13 
division championships. The teams and coaches he supervised promoted 
sportsmanship and gender equity. He was named “RI’s Athletic Director of 
the Year” in 1991. He earned a Master’s of Education degree in Secondary 
Administration from Providence College in 1994 and became the Assistant 
Principal at North Kingstown High School that fall. John served in that capaci-
ty as well as school’s special education department head until 1999. He won 
the high school’s “Educator/Booster of the Year” award in 1999. John came 
back to his alma mater PHS in the fall of 1999 and served as the school’s as-
sistant principal until his retirement from education in 2009. During his time 
at Portsmouth, John performed multiple functions at once, was an educa-
tional leader, served on various committees, and maintained order, safety, 
and security within the school. Student would refer to him as their “high 
school dad.” John won the state’s “RI High School Assistant Principal of the 
Year” award presented by the RI Association of School Principals for the 
school year of 2002- 2003.  He also served as Director of Baseball for the RI 
Interscholastic League for a number of years and was inducted into the RI 
Baseball Coaches Hall of Fame in 2009, winning the prestigious Ben Mondor 
award. He served as the PA announcer, “voice of the Patriots,” for varsity 
football home games for over 15 years.  John was active in his hometown 
community of Portsmouth. He was a long time member of the Portsmouth 
Rotary Club winning the “Paul Harris Fellowship” award, the highest recogni-
tion of service to the community by Rotary International. He served as a 
youth coach in town, as well as a council member at his church. John ran for 
and was elected, receiving the most votes in the election, to the Portsmouth 
town council in 2012. John and his wife, Fran, have 4 children and 4 grand-
children, live in Bradenton FL and spend summers in Bristol, RI. 



.ƻō [ŜŘŘȅ όtƻǎǘƘǳƳƻǳǎύ aŜŘƛŀ !ǿŀǊŘτ 
A true friend of Portsmouth High School ath-
letics, Bob Leddy was a major contributor to 
the school’s recognition across the state. If a 
game was covered by Bob, you knew it was 
an important one and would be written 
about in a fair and entertaining manner. De-
scribed by his colleagues as “a true ambassa-
dor of our sport,” his contributions to RI high 
school athletics spanned nearly five decades. 
Bob began working for the Providence Jour-
nal-Bulletin in 1963, and he retired in 2001 
after 38 years of service. Covering high school 
sports for 17 of those years, with cross coun-

try, indoor and outdoor track as his primary beats, Bob shined a spotlight on 
RI student athletes, writing columns and features, covering major champion-
ships, and selecting Providence Journal All State teams. After attending a 
packed Friday night football game at PHS on the John F. Kennedy field under 
the lights with a packed house, the band playing and featuring a very com-
petitive game he said, “This is what high school sports should look like. A 
community pulling together for their kids and putting on a great show! What 
a place!” 
Bob’s interest in track and cross country emanated from his work as an offi-
cial. He was a member of the RI timer’s guild officiating at high school and 
collegiate events in the state. He was a member of the Boston marathon 
officiating crew for 10 years. Bob also served as a correspondent for the RI 
Track &Field Foundation. Bob was inducted into the Words Unlimited and RI 
Track Coaches Halls of Fame. He also held membership in the Track & Field 
Writers of America. He is survived by his 3 sons – Cyrus, Paul, and Christian, 
his daughter-in-law Shannon, and his ex-wife Judy Ellinwood.  



4ÈÁÎË ÙÏÕ ÔÏ ÏÕÒ ÓÐÏÎÓÏÒÓȦ 



/ƭŀǎǎ ƻŦ нлмт όƛƴŀǳƎǳǊŀƭύ - Ray Sullivan - posthumous, Jimmy Martin - post-
humous, Dick Thibault - posthumous, Peter O'Hara - posthumous, Richard 
Heisler - posthumous, Ray Ainsworth, Richard Travers, Ray Sabourin, Joe 
Narcizo, George McGaw, Joseph Flood, Maureen Ford, Roger Vierra, Ed Aku-
cewich, Peggy Mattesson, Sandy Reynolds, Del Martin, 1968 Football Team, 
1968 Golf Team 
 
/ƭŀǎǎ ƻŦ нлму - Laura Turner O’Hara ‘98, Caroline Davies ‘84, Scott Burgo ‘76, 
Matt Plumb ‘99, Cindy Stone Silvia ‘88, Ryan Angel ‘93, Linda Galib ‘99, Drew 
Bickel ‘68, Doug Clark ‘74, Aaron Berman ‘93, David Platt ‘85, Julie Armor 
Kaull ‘90, 1978 Boys Soccer Team - State Champions, Coaches: Peter O’Hara 
Head Coach, Richard Thibault Assistant Coach, Ray Sabourin Assistant Coach, 
Player Roster: Arthur Jones, Bruce Cottle, Dave Sisson, David White, Gary 
Vieira, James Simoes, Jim Blaess, Jim Burton, John Burton, John Carlone, 
Keith Cory, Lance Hebert, Mark Goulart, Matt Poniatowski, Ray Dugan, Steve 
Midas,  Steve Proctor, Warren “Terry” Hicks, William Hanlon, Mark Berard—
Team Manager, Team Captains: Jim Melvin, Steve Souza, Todd Chaplin 
 
/ƭŀǎǎ ƻŦ нлмф - Ken Levesque '67, Ed Fitzsimmons '71 , Pat Carberry Wentzel 
'78, Brian Stone '82, Tim Kehoe '84, Jennifer Flad '86, Patrick Galvin '88, Mi-
chael A. Cloud '91, Christina Campos Rainey '94, Brian Rosa '96, Boosters 
Inductees: Richard and Joyce Hatch, Boosters Inductee: Richard Carpender, 
Media Inductee: Rick McGowan, Coach Inductee: Richard Foxy Marshall
(posthumous) 1991 Girls State Championship Soccer Team Coaches:  Bob 
Rutkiewiscz Head Coach, Steve Pappas Assistant Coach, Player Ros-
ter:  Katherine Moody, Laura Dias, Katie Bogle, Mimi Abbate, Laura Oliver, 
Katie Bronson, Christina Campos, Stephanie Seider, Vanessa Marinari, Ellen 
Hitchen, Tiffany Goode, Christy Almy, Colleen Caron, Melissa Letendre, Den-
ise Arbusto, Magan Earle, Brooke Moody, Sarah Kelly, Sarah Pelletier, Sara 
Ostrow(Scorekeeper) Team Captains:  Jessica Cardoza, Debbie Guthmiller, 
1992 Girls State Championship Gymnastics Team, Coaches: Nancy Coite, 
Head Coach, Mary Jane Lopes, Assistant Coach, Team Roster: Stephanie Ten-
nyson, Celeste Sunderland, Laura Foss, Katie Mello, Mary Schweyer, Jessica 
Taylor, Cybil Prew, Anne Hansen, Jill Brousseau, Samantha Head, Jenn Almy, 
Bethany Meierowitz, Jessi Nelson, Kerri Spencer, Krista Davidson—Team 
Manager, Amy Medeiros, Susan Obara, Chris Castricone  



4ÈÁÎË ÙÏÕ ÔÏ ÏÕÒ ÓÐÏÎÓÏÒÓȦ 

/ƭŀǎǎ ƻŦ нлнм - Duke Ingraham ‘88, Becky Ingraham Haase ‘90, Dennis Je-
rome ‘88, Robin Ramey ‘89, John Burton ‘82, Jim Bechtel ‘66, Scott Polselli 
‘76, Sarah McLean ‘99, Norman Bailey - PHS Football Booster, Ken Bell - ABC 
6 News Reporter, 1970-1971 Boys Basketball Team - Class C South Regular 
Season Champions, Head Coach: Ed Akucewich, Player Roster: Paul Pritchard, 
Dave Pritchard, Bruce Somerfield,Tom Metcalfe, Joe Ferreira, Kevin Lawley, 
Mark Harrington, Phil MacNeil, Bob Ibbotson, Rick Sousa, Team Managers: 
John Blaess and Bucky Mello, Team Captains: Gary Pritchard, Ed Fitzsim-
mons  



4ÈÁÎË ÙÏÕ ÔÏ ÏÕÒ ÓÐÏÎÓÏÒÓȦ 



4ÈÁÎË ÙÏÕ ÔÏ ÏÕÒ ÓÐÏÎÓÏÒÓȦ 
Our goal is to have a touch screen display installed on the high school cam-
pus that acts as an interactive curation of all our hall of fame inductees.  This 
display would allow people to browse through the various classes, view pho-
tos, read articles and bios, as well as play video.  We feel that this is a great 
way to honor accomplishments of our inductees and a great way to connect 
the current students to the legacy and tradition of excellence each honoree 
has started.  The generous donations from these folks have us well on our 
way achieving this goal.  So far we have raised $3000 and hope to raise an-
other $2000 more.  Thank you to the many donors, and please consider con-
tributing!  Visit our website, portsmouthathletichof.com to donate! 
 

.ǊƻƴȊŜ 5ƻƴƻǊǎ 
 
 
 
 
 
 

{ƛƭǾŜǊ 5ƻƴƻǊǎ 
Ray Sabourin 
Norm Bailey 

Debbie Guthmiller 
Family of Bob Crudup 

 

DƻƭŘ 5ƻƴƻǊǎ 
Family of Ray Sullivan  

John Carlone 

Janet Holmes 
Jim Bechtel 

Miriam McGinty 
Todd Chaplin 

Mark Harrington 

Drew Bickel 
Dennis Jerome 
Dick Carpender 
Peggy Mateson 

Julie Kaull 








